
December 12, 2018

Dear Beloved Congregation,

The theme of our 2018 Advent worship is “Where the Loves and Labors Are.” The many Advent experiences at FCC continue to 
invite us to see the presence of God in the things of everyday life. And, as 2018 now comes to a close, it is clear to our broader 
downtown community and to the Leadership and staff of First Covenant that FCC truly loves well and labors faithfully through joy 
and sorrow. Think of all that has happened this year:

·	 Moving	through	our	first	full	year	of	homeless	shelter	programing	year-round	for	those	facing	homelessness
· Securing another Emergency Solutions Grant from the City of Minneapolis to provide improvements to our shelter space  
· Hosting and providing meals weekly for the Street Voices of Change group
·	 Participating	as	a	congregation	in	the	Sacred	Solidarity	Cohort	through	M.A.R.C.H.	(Multi-faith	Anti-Racism	Change	&	
 Healing) to address issues of racism and white supremacy
· Forming of a new Equity, Justice, and Inclusion Committee
· Leaning into being a fully inclusive community in drafting the “How we live together well and what it means to ‘love all’” 
 statement.
· Updating the Constitution and Bylaws
· Partnering with Community Housing Development Corporation on the Affordable Housing Project and many improvements to 
 our building (construction will start this month!)
· Paying off our debt to National Covenant Properties and the Bridge to 150 loan
· Hosting Kids Adventure Week—Holy Poppins
· Launching a new youth ministry initiative
· Hiring Molly Jackson as the new Executive Director for MetroKids Early Childhood Center
· Holding the January Sabbath Retreat, spiritual formation classes, and life groups
· Creating the new Finding Me experience as a venue to explore spiritual identity and formation.  
· Moving our way through the shorter letters of the New Testament teaching series
·	 Enjoying	the	gospel	choir’s	on-going	leadership	in	our	worship	services
· Hosting The Deep End class
· Reimagining First Things from a newsletter to a reader which serves as a platform for congregational expression through 
 various media
·	 Continuing	to	partner	with	the	many	important	community	based	non-profit	organizations	that	use	and	lease	in	our	building	
 around our focused vision of being “The Healing Block” in downtown Minneapolis
· Hosting Covenant pastors and leaders from around the country during the Annual Meeting in Downtown Minneapolis
· Hosting Super Bowl 52 staff and training events for the entire month of January

Your generosity to support all of these activities and programs has been remarkable. And, as the year comes to a close, we invite 
you	to	consider	First	Covenant	Church	ministries	alongside	your	other	year	end	gifts	to	help	us	continue	the	life-giving	ministries	
and partnerships of the First Covenant community in 2019 and beyond.

Blessings to you!

Dan Collison    Carina Aleckson
Pastor     Church Chair


