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Easter Sunday 
 

“Flourishing for All” 
 

Dan Collison  
April 21, 2019 

 
Isaiah 65:17-25, Luke 24:1-12 

 
Dramatic Scripture Reading 
 
Isaiah 65:17-25 New International Version (NIV) 
 

17 “See, I will create 
    new heavens and a new earth. 
The former things will not be remembered, 
    nor will they come to mind. 
18 But be glad and rejoice forever 
    in what I will create, 
for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight 
    and its people a joy. 
19 I will rejoice over Jerusalem 
    and take delight in my people; 
the sound of weeping and of crying 
    will be heard in it no more. 
20 “Never again will there be in it 
    an infant who lives but a few days, 
    or an old man who does not live out his years; 
the one who dies at a hundred 
    will be thought a mere child; 
the one who fails to reach a hundred 
    will be considered accursed. 
21 They will build houses and dwell in them; 
    they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22 No longer will they build houses and others live in them, 
    or plant and others eat. 
For as the days of a tree, 
    so will be the days of my people; 
my chosen ones will long enjoy 
    the work of their hands. 
23 They will not labor in vain, 
    nor will they bear children doomed to misfortune; 
for they will be a people blessed by the LORD, 
    they and their descendants with them. 
24 Before they call I will answer; 
    while they are still speaking I will hear. 
25 The wolf and the lamb will feed together, 
    and the lion will eat straw like the ox, 
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    and dust will be the serpent’s food. 
They will neither harm nor destroy 
    on all my holy mountain,” 
says the LORD. 

 
Luke 24:1-12 New International Version (NIV) 
 

1 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had 
prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when 
they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about 
this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright 
the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you 
look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, 
while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of 
sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ”8 Then they remembered his words. 
9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the 
others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with 
them who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not believe the women, because their words 
seemed to them like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, 
he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what 
had happened. 

Introduction 
 
1. Have you ever experienced a “What just happened?” kind of moment in your life? Now, there are 

many different kinds of “What just happened” moments, including the good (“what just 
happened?), the bad (what just happened?), and the indescribable (what just happened?). A 
positive example would be after a car mechanic hands you the keys to your repaired car and says 
to you “I know we said it would cost $1,200, but after getting into the repair we learned the 
problem was much simpler, so the bill is only $200.” And, as we are driving away, we say to 
ourselves “what just happened?” because that never happens. 
 
Then there is what happened to me while riding with my spouse Holly in the car on the way to 
church on a Sunday morning, feeling anxious, and with my laptop computer open to finish drafting 
careful comments and a prayer for the Sunday worship service…and having my screen… 
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…melt down like a digital stage curtain shrouding my WORD document.  “What just happened?” 
came flying out of my mouth in less than prayer like fashion. At the time I thought I had been 
attacked by a devilish internet virus. In the end, the problem was hardware failure. 
 
An indescribable (said with a mix of shock and wonder) “What just happened?” moment took 
place in the high end art world when… 
  

[ONSCREEN WITHOUT AUDIO: TRT 1:42] 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eXKE0nAMmg4 
 

…the mysterious and anonymous England-based street artist, vandal, political activist and film 
director named “Banksy” had one of his paintings sold at a Sotheby’s auction for $1.4 million 
dollars and the moment the gavel fell on the sale he triggered a paper shredder that he had 
secretly installed into the painting frame to destroy the painting. Banksy’s original social media 
post included a still photo of the painting with the caption “Going, going, gone”. And, then later 
quoted Picasso saying, “The urge to destroy is also a creative urge.” Then later as well he 
explained the stunt was years in the making in case it ever sold for a high price at an auction.  
 
The art auction house claims it was shocked by the account. And, they are wondering what the 
value of the painting is after being partially shredded. Their initial sense was that, ironically, the 
value of the painting would skyrocket well beyond the $1.4 million paid for it.  
 
I like what a person said in the comments of this Youtube video: “I both love and hate that it may 
have increased its value.” 

 
2. The gospel biographers of Jesus in the New Testament of the Bible report that on the first Easter 

Sunday each of the people who either visited Jesus’ tomb, or spoke with a resurrected Jesus first 
hand, each had “what just happened?” moments. The Luke account read today speaks to the 
women as experiencing the resurrection like a wondrous good. One can almost imagine Mary 
Magdalene, Joanna and Mary the mother of James telling their visitation to the empty tomb 
account to the eleven men closest to Jesus with great excitement and wonder…and, how deflating 
it must have been to have the men not only not believe the women, but think they were, as Luke 
accounts, talking nonsense. To the men, the women’s report of Jesus’ resurrection was a bad (in 
a negative tone) “what just happened?” 
 
Curiously, Luke went on to write that: 

 
12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by 
themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened. 

 
Luke 24:12  (NIV) 

 
I am convinced that Jesus set up the first Easter Sunday moment to be a Banksy kind of “What 
just happened?” moment that was wondrous, scandalous, and mysterious all at the same time. 
John recounted the same resurrection scene as Luke but included more details that tell us Jesus 
even left behind strips of cloth and linen for dramatic effect! How very “Banksy” of him! And, since 
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the resurrection “What just happened?” moment the whole world has been caught in the paradox 
of “I both love and hate the meaning and value of Jesus’ resurrection.”  

 
A. The Love and Hate for Resurrection 
 
1. Many love the resurrection for all that it is has come to mean over two centuries since the first 

Easter. For some it is profound mystery that reordered the human experience around grace 
through faith and gave a new patterned way to live a joyful life of love. Others show disdain for the 
resurrection because it emphasized the point that the Creator of all things is outrageously more 
generous than all the religions that humankind has ever organized.  
 

2. Consider that Jesus did not strike back when struck, he said his peace and embodied his truth 
without stridently fighting his way through the courts. And, when Jesus’ truth was rejected and his 
opponents threw him into the violent Roman crucifixion machine, right before he died Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”1 Hardly a mic drop. And, yet right after that 
his final words came as the mic drop of all time: “It. Is. Finished.”2 What was finished, though?   

 
3. Jesus was talking about many things being finished: the human bent to offer violent sacrifices to 

God to make amends for human sin, the removal of the hostile dividing walls between people and 
each other, and people and God.3 Another thing that was finished is scapegoating and blame 
which was replaced by grace through faith—with God’s intent that religion and spirituality shift 
away from conditional Covenant and meritocracy (the belief that God will only love us if we 
perform, and give us rewards if we are perfect) to Jesus’ new unconditional Covenant where 
sustained relationship between people and God is not based upon perfection but on the basis of 
faith, hope, and love, with the greatest being love.4  

 
And, it is love that is most important because in Jesus the outrageous and some even describe it 
as “scandalous” grace or unmerited favor reframes that which goes wrong in our lives not as 
points for accusation, but as fertile soil for our deepest invitations and transformations. Talk about 
a reset. And, a whole new way to see ourselves and the world around us. When Jesus said “It is 
Finished” Easter became, on one level, about freeing ourselves from faulty thinking and harmful 
religion and entering into a new reality where all is grace.  

 
4. Getting to that point of knowing, though, is not easy. It requires awakening to the real presence of 

the resurrected Christ. This is at the heart of what the Christian tradition called Conversion to 
Christ. Which is then followed by untold numbers of conversions in our hearts, minds, bodies and 
souls as we begin to see people and the systems of the world through a different set of lenses. 
We may move toward these conversions easily or at other times despise the fullness of it. We 
may love that we have been given love and grace, and yet we may despise that its equally given 
to others.  
 
When awakening to the resurrected Christ in us we will also be drawn into Jesus’ work of 
compassion, mercy and justice for those who are marginalized in society, and in doing so awaken 
to innumerable discomforts. Yet, this is what it takes took for Jesus, and what it will take for us to 

                                                
1 Luke 23:34. 
2 John 19:30. 
3 Ephesians 2.  
4 1 Corinthians 13. 
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follow in the footsteps of Jesus and advance human flourishing for all: being willing to let go of 
position, power and reputation in order to embrace the suffering of those on the edges and the 
bottom of our society, even if such embrace comes with great personal loss and deaths of one 
kind or another, so that they may receive and experience the depths of God’s resurrection gift of 
limitless love. 

 
B. The Journey to Limitless Love 
 
1. You may be wondering why the Scripture reading for today included a long passage from the 

ancient Hebrew Prophet Isaiah talking about a future utopia where no infants die, everyone lives 
long healthy lives, the earth always yields a generous crop, no one labors in vain, and even all of 
the animals get along and never eat one another! This Isaiah passage of Scripture and others like 
it within the biblical prophetic tradition speaks to the effect of God eventually making everything 
right through a promised Savior. 
 

2. So, what do we make of Jesus being God incarnate, fulfilling the prophecies and speaking himself 
of the kingdom of God coming to earth as it is in God’s perfect ideal state… and here we are 
2,000 years later and much of real life is more of a dystopia (or state of great suffering and 
injustice) than a utopia? We observe in the New Testament biographies of Jesus and in personal 
accounts like Peter being puzzled on the first Easter that Jesus is not who many expected him to 
be as the promised savior of the world…and his approach is so very different than how humans 
tend to want to get things accomplished: through power over others and some kind of ideal 
benevolent political domination. No, Jesus’ way was power under and the path of a wounded 
healer alongside others.  

 
3. It is so clear that part of Peter’s struggle and one aspect of struggle for all of the first followers of 

Jesus was their disillusionment over Jesus’ lack of desire to rule humans even as he ushered in 
an entirely new reality that Christians call “The Kingdom of God.” Jesus entered a violent and 
unjust world and Jesus’ way was clear eyed compassion, mercy, and justice with a non-violent 
resistant approach to injustice. How does that work, and how do we hold all of this together? How 
can it be held together? 

 
4. Christian theologians throughout the centuries have helped us understand the gap between God’s 

resurrection powered utopia and our human experienced dystopia. They have done so by pointing 
out that the work of Jesus and even the resurrection of Jesus was not some magic trick that was 
going to instantaneously end human suffering the moment he was resurrected. No, the cross and 
Jesus’ resurrection was a powerful demonstration of life over death, grace over law, and a 
rebuffing of the false notion that somehow God’s wrath needed to be appeased through blood 
sacrifice. The cross and resurrection took place so that all humans everywhere can change our 
minds about God and follow Christ’s lead to bring God’s peaceful kingdom of heaven to earth over 
time.  

 
5. This is a key point of theology in the Covenant movement for which we are a part of and is best 

summed up by the writings of theologian Paul Petter Waldenström. And, in many ways 
Waldenström echoed writings of others in Christian history including a pre-Protestant theologian-
philosopher from the High Middle Ages named Duns Scotus.5 Waldenström’s five points of 
atonement theory states that Jesus didn’t change God’s mind about us; rather, Jesus changed our 

                                                
5 https://cac.org/love-not-atonement-2017-05-04  (Accessed 11-18-17) 
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minds about God. God did not need Jesus to die on the cross to decide to love humanity. God’s 
love was infinite from the first moment of creation; the cross was Love’s dramatic portrayal in 
space and time.6  
 
The work of Christ was to end our cycles of violence and need for such things as blood sacrifice, 
and to confirm what God had intended all along: The Creator of all, loves us…and gives us grace 
(unmerited favor) in spite of our capacity for sin and for the simple reason that we are loved. 
Completely.  

 
With all of this in mind—our response to the resurrection is to love God and participate in, and 
embrace-not despise, human flourishing for all over the long arc of time.  
 
Conclusion 
 
1. So, what does this mean to us here and now and the Monday after Easter Sunday? Probably 

something different for each one of us and based upon who is right in front of us at any given 
moment. Thinking over your last week and month, what does the word “all” mean to you? And, 
who is a part of “all” in your life? (pause) What personal narratives and powers need to be 
confronted in ourselves and in the people and systems around us for there to be resurrection 
fueled flourishing for all? (pause) 
 

2. Speaking personally, I get overwhelmed thinking about these questions and in doing the work. 
One specific example for me is the work that I do in the broader downtown community and with a 
cross- sector project called “The Inclusive Downtown Think Tank”. This was a yearlong project 
that I co-facilitated with the Chief Social Responsibility Officer of the Greater Twin Cities YMCA. 
This month we have changed the name to The Inclusive Downtown Action Group” and there are 
some “Banksy love-hate” parts of this work. For starters, the work is always framed by what my 
inclusion mentors often tell me “Dan: no one gets an A” in this work.” “Can I get a B+?!” I respond. 
“Sorry, this is about staying on the path.” And, the path, by the way, is winding and sometimes 
rocky path in the huge gaps between people and systems.  
 

3. The Think Tank identified a long list of downtown gaps in the marketplace: Empathy, Curiosity, 
Social Capital, Spaces Places for Youth and Families, Barriers to Hiring, Cultural Competence 
Amongst Leaders, Class Disparity, Gender Disparities, Persons of color owned businesses and 
leadership roles overall. 

 
The key lesson that I am learning and that is taking my Christian faith to deeper levels of 
understanding God’s resurrection correction in human consciousness is this: human flourishing for 
all is at its best when people stay on the courageous path of seeing more and different kinds of 

                                                
6 The contribution of P.P. Waldenstrom to the dialogue surrounding the significance of the cross can be summed up in the 
following five points: 1) That through man’s fall no change occurred in the heart of God. 2) That therefore, it was neither 
cruelty nor wrath in the mind of God which, as the result of the fall, was obstructing man’s salvation. 3) That the change 
which occurred in the fall was a change in man alone in that he became sinful and thereby fell away from God and the life 
which is in him. 4) That, as a result, an atonement was needed for man’s blessedness, but not an atonement which 
appeased God and rendered him, once more gracious, by (an atonement which took away man’s sin and rendered him 
righteous. 5) This atonement took place in Jesus Christ. (Karl A. Olsson, A Family of Faith (Chicago: Covenant Press, 
1975), p 20f.) Duns Scotus (c. 1266-1308) built his argument on the pre-existent Cosmic Christ described in Colossians 
and Ephesians. Jesus is “the image of the invisible God” (Colossians1:15) who came forward in a moment of time so we 
could look upon “the One we had pierced” (John 19:37) and see God’s unconditional love for us, in spite of our failings. 
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people, learning from them, participating in common life together, and adapting to the many 
different ways of seeing the world together while embodying our particularity and beliefs with 
kindness and humility. Whew.  

 
4. What are you learning in the Christian work of flourishing for all? How is what happened around 

the first Easter events changing the way you understand God and see the whole world today? I 
invite you to hold these questions, to awaken to the real presence of the risen Christ, and if you 
are already awakened to Christ, seek more and different kinds of conversions that will extend the 
reach of God’s love through you, and your love from you to the entire world. 

 
Please pray with me. 
 
Prayer 
 
God of all Creation and of the resurrection—May our belief in the resurrected Christ change the way 
we see ourselves and all of reality. May we see Christ’s pattern as our way of moving in the world 
such that your love and hope fuels the courage we need for our life journey…including the parts of 
our journey where our work is the sacrificial and sometimes loss laden work of flourishing for all in the 
name of Christ. As we experience sorrow may we also experience a deepening joy. In the name of, 
and for the sake of the resurrected Christ and the good of all. Amen. 
 
Benediction 
 
As we now begin our week after Easter, may we remember what it takes to advance human 
flourishing for all: a willingness to let go of our position, power and reputation in order to embrace the 
suffering of those on the edges and the bottom of our society, even if such embrace comes with great 
personal loss and deaths of one kind or another, so that we may receive God’s resurrection gift of 
limitless love. 
   
And, together we say: “Christ has risen; Christ has risen indeed!” Amen. Go in peace. 


