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Introduction 

1. Two and a half weeks ago my family had the delight of spending a beautiful morning on Lake 
Minnetonka. We spent most of the time on watercraft and soaking up the summer sun. It was 
idyllic including the kindness of the hosts being willing to get out their water skis to let this newly 
minted 50-year-old (pointing to myself) prove that I still had what it takes to ski Lake Minnetonka! 
For the record—I first learned how to water ski in high school and yet because neither myself nor 
anyone in my family owned a speedboat I would only rarely have the opportunity to water ski. 
Typically, and randomly, it was about once every two to three years, and only once within a year. 
So, I never learning how to do tricks and only one time was I able to ski for like a hundred yards 
on one ski. BUT. I. KNEW. HOW. TO. WATER. SKI.  
 
The last time I water skied was on Lake Minnetonka, a little more than a decade ago. But, I skied 
the lake a decade ago, and now doggin-it, I was 50, and I was going to ski this lake again. (You 
already know where this is going, don’t you?) The first sign of trouble was me telling everyone on 
the boat that I never lost my prescription sun glasses on a lake and then proceeding to jump into 
the lake with my sunglasses on. Thankfully, while in the air I tossed my sunglasses toward my 
spouse Holly and she caught them saving me that embarrassment.  
 

2. The second sign of trouble was not being able to crest the water line at the first pull of the boat 
with the tow line springing like a slingshot out of my hands and me feeling like I was more in 
cement than water. “Ok,” I said to myself, “I rarely crest on the first time, so no big deal…. I was 
kind of thirsty anyway and I really needed that drink of water.” The third sign of trouble was after 
failing to crest on the third time I pulled muscles in my inner left leg and my upper right 
back….and, rather than listening to my body and my spouse saying “maybe today just isn’t going 
to work out” and being smart and climbing back in the boat to try again another day or another 
year, I said to myself, “I just turned 50, and if I don’t get up on these skis right now I will never ski 
on water again in my life. There is only one thing for me to do, and it is to get this right on the 
fourth try!” (forgetting the three strikes you’re out rule!) 
 
Holly best describes what happened next because she had a front row seat. She said, “I knew he 
was going to be in serious pain when his left leg went to Excelsior and his right leg went to 
Wayzata.” It’s true! You don’t even have to know where those two cities are in relationship to Lake 
Minnetonka and you can picture it.  
 
 



“Discern between mis-steps, cultural differences, and timeless truths”  © 2018 Dan Collison,  Page 2 
 

And, as soon as we arrived back on shore, one of our gracious hosts soon found me scrounging 
for anti-inframammary pills back at their house, the next day was spent commuting on my bike 
around 5 miles per hour, and all of children at Kids Adventure Week having a heyday tagging out 
the slow moving and ailing pastor during “holy dodgeball.” Just you wait until next year kiddos!  
 

3. I humbly share this story as a part of today’s sermon because I now reflect back to the moment 
right after my fourth failed attempt…where I was floating on my back with torn muscles and groin 
pulls and with water skis floating away from me and toward Wayzata and Excelsior...I now realize 
that I experienced three things at the very same time: a mis-step, a cultural difference, and a 
timeless truth!  
 

• My mis-step was not listening to my injured body, or my wife, on the third failed attempt. 
How in the world I could think “one more time will make all the difference” is beyond me 
now that I am out of the water! 

 
• The cultural difference was that while I live in Minnesota— the land of 10,000 lakes and 

where water skiing was invented in 1922,1 there are billions of people around the world who 
are around lakes of water and even ride in speed boats on lakes who never look at water 
the first thought that comes into their minds is “I need to be pulled really fast across this 
water while balancing on two thin wood boards or I am missing out on a key part of life.”  

 
• And, the timeless truth was that while there is nothing wrong with testing our strengths as 

we age over time, there is a grace in being reminded about the gift of having limits. And, 
the grace for me in this instance was the gift of being slowed down such that I was more 
aware of my body, more aware of my pace of life, and more aware that my identity and 
intrinsic worth is never to be placed in the hands of my physical ableness.  

 
4. This is the second week of a six week teaching series on the New Testament Letters of 1st and 2nd 

Timothy we have called “Life Changing Lessons.” If you missed my sermon from last week you 
are able listen or read it by going online to our website.2 It offers key framing to this six-week 
series and to today’s Scripture that is even more problematic than last week’s Scripture. For the 
sake of those who were not here last week, or are new to First Covenant today—I will add a few 
more framing comments in addition to what I shared last week that are important to hold as we 
approach today’s text.  
 
The Bible is central to our Christian formation and it needs to be handled with great care and 
humility because:  
 

• The Bible is a complex multi-genre revelation written by multiple authors across thousands 
of years that is inspired and authoritative. 

• The Bible is not more important or a replacement for God. 
• The Bible is instructive and informs us in the ways of God. 
• The Bible is not a technical blueprint or step-by-step instruction manual designed to provide 

definitive answers for every question and dilemma that we face.  

                                                
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ralph_Samuelson (accessed 7-21-18) 
2 http://www.1stcov.org/current-teaching-series-letters/2018/7/15  
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• We all bring cultural and worldview biases to our reading of Scripture. 
• We are committed to the Protestant ethic of “in essentials, unity; in secondary matters, 

liberty; and in all things, charity.” 
• And finally, while being very careful to not create unnecessary dualities or conflicts between 

biblical voices, it is Jesus, and Jesus’ ethics and teachings that are paramount and we 
must recognize and honor an interpretive hierarchy in the Bible.  

 

 
As the writer of the New Testament of Hebrews said so profoundly: Jesus, and Jesus’ teachings 
are the basis for all other truths in Scripture.3 Those closest to Jesus, the Apostle’s and their 
writings, interpretations and theologies are the next voice of authority.  

 

 
The Gospel biographers and the Apostle Paul wrote most of the New Testament. But, there are a 
few others as well. Then there are the authors of the Hebrew texts: 

 

 
The Hebrew authors are significantly reframed in the New Testament writings and especially with 
Jesus who often said “you have heard it said…I tell you…”4 Those are the three layers of voices. 
Then there are the three crosscutting levels of import with the first and highest being Christ’s 
unconditional New Covenant.   

 

                                                
3 Hebrews Chapter 1 
4 Matthew 5. 
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Grace and unmerited favor is the basis here. God’s agreement through Christ with humanity is 
clear and we will see this as timeless truth in today’s text—God is for everyone…and, there is 
nothing that can separate us from the love of Christ.5  The other two levels are important to 
recognize and grow in as well with “principles” being next. 

 

 
 

Principles are comprehensive assumptions such as the Ten Commandments that say “don’t make 
an idol before God” and “don’t covet your neighbors stuff,” and the teachings of Jesus such as 
“love your neighbor and your enemy”, “forgive,” “be generous,” “pray often,” and so forth. Failing to 
keep these principles is like accepting second best, missing out on being our best selves, and 
sometimes just making our lives much worse off. In all cases, though, the Covenant of God’s love 
holds us none-the-less. Then, finally, there are the rules we find in the Bible. 

 

 
 

The rules are tricky business. They are prescribed actions. Some very practical. Some bound to 
Hebrew and Early Christian tradition and not relevant for all time. Some based upon personal 
conscience like not eating meat, or avoiding pork. Or like having permission to eat meat and 
including pork. Rules are constantly being evaluated and changed, or given freedom, as 
discernment over time deems them so. Jesus disengaged and sometimes rebuffed rule keeping 
religion in favor of Covenant and principles in most of his teachings. 
 

5. Now to today’s Scripture. 1 Timothy, Chapter Two: 

1 I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all 
people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 

                                                
5 Romans 8. 
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godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all people to 
be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one 
mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all 
people. This has now been witnessed to at the proper time. 7 And for this purpose I was 
appointed a herald and an apostle—I am telling the truth, I am not lying—and a true and 
faithful teacher of the Gentiles. 

8 Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or 
disputing. 9 I also want the women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, adorning 
themselves, not with elaborate hairstyles or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, 10 but with 
good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God. 

11 A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do not permit a woman to teach 
or to assume authority over a man; she must be quiet. 13 For Adam was formed first, then 
Eve. 14 And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and 
became a sinner. 15 But women will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith, 
love and holiness with propriety. 

1 Timothy Chapter 2. NIV 
 

6. We are going to briefly work on this text with the following in mind: It is critically important for 
Christ followers to discern between mis-steps, cultural differences, and timeless truths in 
Scripture. And, it is just as important to recognize that harmful ethics based upon cultural 
differences and mis-steps require empathy fueled reverse engineering of our practices and 
systems.  

 
Let’s begin with discerning timeless truths in today’s text. 
 
A. Timeless Truths 
 
1. It was in elementary school when I took quizzes that required you draw a line between two 

connected ideas or questions and answers… 
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…kind of like this example asking you to draw a line from the word in the first column to word in 
the second column to make a compound word. This is akin to what Christians must do to sort out 
hierarchies of truth in Scripture always comparing and contrasting, investigating linkages and 
irrelevances to Jesus’s teachings. And, today’s Scripture’s direct linkages to Jesus include:  
 

• The important work of petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving for all people. 
 

• The essential understanding that God is for all created things and every created soul, and 
not only wants everyone to experience being set free from the effects of sin and death, God 
has provided a way for everyone to experience freedom through Christ.  

 
2. Having said this, I do not want to give you the impression that I am saying that teaching and truths 

only count if there is an exact linkage to exactly what Jesus said and taught. There are timeless 
truths in the teachings of the first followers of Christ that serve to take the starting point of what 
Jesus taught and create Christian theology that expands and clarifies matters to a greater degree. 
We see this in today’s text as the writer expanded one idea about the purpose of Jesus in his 
death and resurrection, which is this: Jesus is a “mediator” between the Creator and the created, 
and a “ransom” for all people.6  

 
Across the entire New Testament and in Christian theology there are many theories (called 
Atonement theories) as to what exactly “mediator” and “ransom” may mean the human 
experience. The Covenant theological tradition that our church is a part of reads this Timothy text 
compared and contrasted across the sweep of Scripture and ultimately does not emphasize the 
idea of Jesus as some kind of cosmic payment to appease God’s wrath against us and thus 
render us acceptable, but rather, “Jesus as ransom” means Jesus as cosmic wounded healer in 
the face of evil willing to take the blow and be the essential interruption to human scapegoating 
and the cycle of violence. And, in Covenant tradition, Jesus’ death and resurrection was capital “L” 
Love’s dramatic and victorious portrayal in space and time.7  

 
Moving on to the remaining portions of today’s Scripture we move into deep time bound cultural and 
religious traditions present in our text. 
 
B. Cultural Differences 

8 Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or 
disputing. 9 I also want the women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, adorning 
themselves, not with elaborate hairstyles or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, 10 but with 
good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God. 

                                                
6 1 Timothy 2: 5-6. 
7 The contribution of P.P. Waldenstrom to the dialogue surrounding the significance of the cross can be summed up in the 
following five points: 1) That through man’s fall no change occurred in the heart of God. 2) That therefore, it was neither 
cruelty nor wrath in the mind of God which, as the result of the fall, was obstructing man’s salvation. 3) That the change 
which occurred in the fall was a change in man alone in that he became sinful and thereby fell away from God and the life 
which is in him. 4) That, as a result, an atonement was needed for man’s blessedness, but not an atonement which 
appeased God and rendered him, once more gracious, by (an atonement which took away man’s sin and rendered him 
righteous. 5) This atonement took place in Jesus Christ. (Karl A. Olsson, A Family of Faith (Chicago: Covenant Press, 
1975), p 20f.) 
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11 A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do not permit a woman to teach 
or to assume authority over a man; she must be quiet. 13 For Adam was formed first, then 
Eve. 14 And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and 
became a sinner. 15 But women will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith, 
love and holiness with propriety. 

1 Timothy Chapter 2:8-15. NIV 

1. The bold faced honesty about this portion of today’s Scripture is that the author is instructing men 
to be pray and not get into arguments, and women to watch how they dress. And, for men to be in 
charge and women to be in full submission to men at church, at work, and at home. This isn’t the 
only New Testament passage like this. There are several other passages that cross-reference 
with thus cultural sentiment with the most obvious being 1 Corinthians 14:34-35: 

 
34 Women should remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to speak, but must be in 
submission, as the law says. 35 If they want to inquire about something, they should ask their 
own husbands at home; for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church. 

1 Corinthians14:34-35. NIV 
 

And, a much longer passage in Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth found in chapter 11: 
 

2 I praise you for remembering me in everything and for holding to the traditions just as I 
passed them on to you. 3 But I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and the 
head of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.4 Every man who prays or 
prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head.5 But every woman who prays or 
prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head—it is the same as having her head 
shaved. 6 For if a woman does not cover her head, she might as well have her hair cut off; but if 
it is a disgrace for a woman to have her hair cut off or her head shaved, then she should cover 
her head. 
7 A man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God; but woman is the 
glory of man. 8 For man did not come from woman, but woman from man; 9 neither was man 
created for woman, but woman for man. 10 It is for this reason that a woman ought to have 
authority over her own head, because of the angels. 11 Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not 
independent of man, nor is man independent of woman. 12 For as woman came from man, so 
also man is born of woman. But everything comes from God. 
13 Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head 
uncovered? 14 Does not the very nature of things teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a 
disgrace to him, 15 but that if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For long hair is given to her 
as a covering. 16 If anyone wants to be contentious about this, we have no other practice—nor 
do the churches of God. 

1 Corinthians 11:1-16. NIV 
 
At this juncture it is important to refer to what First Covenant teaching team and Ruth. E. Mattox 
Chair of Preaching Mark Osler asked a few weeks ago: “can we just take each text for what they 
claim to be?” Mark was referring to the fact that most problematic texts in the Bible offer a self-
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describing way to discern whether something is timeless or cultural and time bound. The “tell” in 
the case of Paul is what he wrote at the beginning of 1 Corinthians chapter 11: 

 
2 I praise you for remembering me in everything and for holding to the traditions just as I 
passed them on to you.  

1 Corinthians 11:2. NIV 
 
2. Traditions. There is the tell. And, across the sweep of biblical history and Christian tradition there 

is one thing that is consistent about traditions: They change. They are always changing because 
of new discoveries, awakenings and shifts in collective consciousness that say at a minimum “its 
ok to leave these things behind” and sometimes even “it’s essential that we leave these things 
behind.”  
 
Think about changing worship traditions in the Bible: Scripture begins with nomads assembling 
alters wherever they moved. Then Moses instituting specific practices, rituals, and sacrifices with 
a new centralized tent of worship. Then King David largely moved away from ritual sacrifice and 
focused more on prayer and music. David’s son Solomon returned to sacrifice and the idea of 
worship being a big production and centralized in an elaborate and centralized temple. Then there 
was the synagogue movement in which was worship was localized in neighborhoods with the 
reading and teaching of Scripture being central. Then after Christ’ resurrection the Early Church 
innovated many and different forms and new traditions in houses, caves, and eventually large 
buildings again, and round and around it goes.  
 
The Apostle Paul himself led the most significant first Century change in religious tradition and 
culture in regards to the Christian faith becoming inclusive of non-Jewish cultural practices. This 
was necessary for the message of Christ to be true and relevant for all people in every culture. 
And, over time and throughout Christian Church history, Christian religion has done the same 
kinds of things on multiple issues, but not without tremendous fits and starts. And, because of this, 
we are led to our final point of reflection this morning: mis-steps. 

 
C. Mis-steps 
 
1. Mary Horomanski of Erie Pennsylvania was the victim of a mis-step when her electric company 

sent her a bill dated November 22, 2018 for the amount of… 
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$284 billion dollars with her only good news being that her required monthly payment was a mere 
$28,176!8 Fifty-eight-year-old Horomanski told the Erie Times-News, “We had put up Christmas 
lights and I wondered if we had put them up wrong.” Turns out, she only owed $284.46—still high, 
but much more manageable. She told her son that she added an item to her Christmas wish list: 
“A heart monitor.” 
 

2. Now, that mis-step was easy to see and easy to fix. The theological mis-step of the final words of 
1 Timothy Chapter two have left a trail of devastation much costlier than a few hundred billion 
dollars and impacting women and men for more than two millennia. It reads: 

3 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the 
woman who was deceived and became a sinner. 15 But women will be saved through 
childbearing—if they continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety. 

1 Timothy Chapter 2:8-15. NIV 
 

Theologically speaking, one can easily ground this sentiment in the Hebrew and Aramaic texts of 
the Bible and Ancient Israelite tradition that preceded Christ. There is no question: patriarchy or 
the rule of men over women, and women having no rights is historical in biblical history. And yet 
that doesn’t make it right or a timeless truth. Pondering even a few things help us here. 
 

• Personal and collective sin is clearly owned by both men and women and with equal 
capacity amongst us.  
 

• Jesus’ kind and frequent relationship with women was ground breaking, even rule breaking 
in his time.  

 
• The gospel writer’s elevation of the role of women in Jesus’ narrative points toward women 

understanding what Jesus was saying before most of the men closest to Jesus were able 
to grasp it. 

 
3. Going one level higher to the fact that God is not gendered in the ways humans understand and 

manifest gender, and all humans are made in the image of God—holistic reality is lived in the 
balance of feminine and masculine, not masculine dominant over feminine or the other way 
around. Why is this so hard for so many to understand and embrace this?  
 
Power. It is hard to understand because of the human dynamics around power. Men and 
masculine thought have been in power since the dawn of humankind because men have 
traditionally been the strongest physical human beings in a world that decides who has power 
through violence. Then, with Western Civilization, came the Age of Enlightenment, and the 
Industrial Age, and now the Information Age where physical might is still a power quotient, but not 
nearly as much as in earlier ages.  
 

4. Today, the most healing and innovative environments in religion and society are those where 
feminine and masculine identities are equal, share power, and build society together. Such spaces 

                                                
8 https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/mary-horomanski-284-billion-electric-bill_us_5a4270a1e4b025f99e185372 
(accessed 7-21-18) 
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are increasing and yet are still relatively rare. And, sadly, some parts of Christian religion continue 
to being unhelpful to nurture them because of the mis-use of Scripture passages like 1 Timothy 
chapter two! And, because of something much more entrenched than time and culture bound 
ethical standards—The deeper problem is fraternities of men in power who are fearful of that 
which will set everyone free. And, set them free.  

 
5. Our best ways forward are Christ’ ways forward. And, Christ’ ways forward are all grounded in 

empathy. Jesus’ teachings expect that Christ followers will be people of proximity and informed 
compassion. For the gender conversation this means men listening to and learning from the 
stories of women. And, women listening to women, for in some cases over history, women have 
fought against their own gender.   
 
For me as a male pastor and civic leader—this has meant studying and learning from the four 
phases of modern feminism as it weaves in and out of both Christian religion and broader society. 
The first movement was in the late 19th century and early 20th century that focused on opening up 
basic opportunities for women and focusing on the right to vote. Christian women played an 
important role in this including Anne Hutchinson and Mary Dyer who were the first known women 
preachers in America in the 1,600s. And, in the face of the domesticity movement fueled almost 
exclusively by 1 Timothy Chapter two it was black and white women such as Abigail Smith 
Adams, Susan B. Anthony, Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth who spoke the truth about the 
reality of who women were created to be in the image of God, for themselves, and in relationship 
to men.  

  
6. The second wave began in the 1960’s and continued into the 90s in the context of the anti-war 

and civil rights movement and the growing self-consciousness of a variety of black and brown 
body cultures. The third wave of feminism described by a women gender scholar was “women 
stepping onto the stage as strong and empowered, eschewing victimization and defining beauty 
for themselves as subjects, not as objects of a sexist patriarchy.”9  
 
And, now as the fourth wave of feminism is dawning it is part of a larger consciousness of 
oppression alongside racism, ageism, classism, ableism, and sexual orientation. As I have 
watched women and the advancement of feminine imagination I continue to be astounded at how 
they take the whole world in their hands from the birth of humans to a more holistic way of framing 
conflict. Men desperately need this in every place of society because historically it is most often 
the distortion of the masculine self that seeks to eliminate or kill other people and go to war in the 
spirit of domination.  
 

7. In this fourth movement, and thinking back across m 50 years of life I never remember a moment 
quite as important as what has happened over the last year with the “metoo” movement. I read 
this past week of 140 women athletes getting an award for their courage to speak up about a 
sexually abusing doctor that was shielded by multiple institutions10 because, well because that is 
what men have done to protect men. But that time is over.  
 

Such truth telling and bringing into the light the power abuses of men over women is critically 
important for deeper healing to take place between genders in society and in the church.  
                                                
9 https://www.pacificu.edu/about/media/four-waves-feminism (accessed 7-21-18) 
10 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LcjHw3t5Lt8 (accessed 7-21-18) 
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Conclusion 
 
1. It was during Kids Adventure Week that a co-volunteer noticed I was limping around and in some 

cases barely moving. Now everyone knows why! My water skiing mis-hap gave me several days 
to reflect on what it means to heal, and even re-think ways that I physically move through the 
world such that I can heal faster and not actually create further injury. “That’s going to take some 
time” my co-volunteer said.  

 
2. How true. And, how true to the effects of the larger mis-steps of tradition, religious theologies, and 

people in power. It’s one thing to learn from Scripture and discern between mis-steps, cultural 
differences, and timeless truths. It’s another thing entirely to own up to theological mis-steps that 
have been given too much authority and have enforced harmful ethics on church and all humans. 
And, to own up is to engage empathy fueled reverse engineering of what’s been done in the past. 
 

3. We will be a community of Christ followers who, for the sake of Christ and our Creator’s generous 
Gospel, not only treat one another equally across genders, but also seek to be empathic healers 
of past abuses such that more people in more places experience the just and compassionate, and 
merciful love of God in Christ. 

 
Prayer 
 
God of all, in all, and for all—we recognize the complexities of Scripture, the primacy of Christ, and 
the problems that arise when we are not careful to imitate Christ in our day to day lives. And, we 
recognize that sometimes we hide our prejudices behind our interpretations of Scripture with little 
regard to what Jesus taught and how reality works in your larger order of things. Forgive us. Help us. 
Heal us. In Jesus Name. Amen. 
 
Benediction 
 
As our week begins, may we recognize how important it is to discern between mis-steps, cultural 
differences, and timeless truths in Scripture and that harmful ethics based upon cultural differences 
and mis-steps require empathy fueled reverse engineering of our practices and systems.  
 
May we be healers in Christ’s name. Go in peace. Amen. 
 


