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Introduction 
 
1. We are in a yearlong teaching series titled “Why We Gather” that has six segments ranging from 

building community to purpose finding. Today is the final teaching in the eight-week segment titled 
“Creating a Beautiful Life.” Our topics in this segment have included exploring the range of what 
beauty is as an idea, “Learning Creativity from Children,” “Healing,” “Sabbath and Creativity,” 
“Storytelling,” ‘The Creativity of the Holy Spirit,” and last week “Art and Faith.” Today’s teaching, 
“Creative Christ-Likeness” is grounded in key Scripture texts that often get lost in the “mash-up” of 
21st century Christian religion writ large, and in rancorous American Christianity in specific. 

 
The Gospel biographer John authored these texts and was one of the champions of the idea that 
Christians should imitate Christ in the way they live their lives. He wrote in a letter to the early 
Christian churches: 
 

“This is how we know we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did.” 
           

1 John 2:5b-6. NIV 
 
In John’s gospel biography he recounted Jesus praying for his first followers: 

 
“[Father] As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.” 

John 17:18. NIV 
 
2. And, today’s primary Scripture from the gospel biography of John brings emphasis to this 

principle. Immediately following the resurrection of Christ: 
 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors 
locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were 
overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”22 And 
with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 
 

John 20:19-22, NIV 
 

Verse 21 is referred to by some as, “The great call.” Many recognize Matthew’s quote of Jesus in 
Matthew chapter 28 to “go into the whole world to make Christ followers” as “The Great 
Commission.” Here, in John 20:21 Jesus gives us a key understanding as to the “how” of Christian 
mission. Jesus said, “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” The adverb “as” in Greek is 
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“kathos,” which means “according to, or “in the same way.” So, Christ followers are to do 
everything (day-to-day life, Christian mission, relationships, work, whatever) in the same manner 
with which Jesus was sent, embodied, and modeled God’s grace, love, compassion, mercy, and 
justice for everyone.  

 
3. It may seem strange that Christians need to be reminded of the priority of acting and behaving like 

Christ as our example. This reminder is necessary because institutional Christian Religion can 
and does wander and stray from its best self, just as all world religions do. And, more specifically 
for us here today, it is important to be reminded from time to time that ultimately we are not merely 
“Protestants” or “Covenanters,” we are “Christ-i-ans.” If our, or anyone’s Christian religious belief, 
practice and fervor is not clearly and actively assisting Christians to embody more of who Christ is, 
something has gone very wrong.  
 
I have come to call this “The Christ gap.” The gap between who Christ is, and how Christian 
religion expresses itself in its leaders, adherents, and institutions. It is because Christians are 
humans there is a Christ gap in every age, including, and perhaps sadly emphasized in our time. 
Part of the gap problem exists in a tremendous tension. Jesus and several of the New Testament 
authors spoke of Christ followers in such terms as “being unified in Christ,”1 “representing the 
body of Christ,”2 and that “the church is people, not brick and mortar”3…even in light of all of that 
rich teaching that binds Christians to Christ--Christ followers are in fact not the Christ. 
“Representatives for”…”Metaphorical hands and feet,” yes. Actually the Christ. No.   
 
I know that seems quite obvious to many. This is a very important point, though, in that while 
some Christian sects overheat their sense of representing Christ in exclusive terms and thus earn 
backlash for their hubris, we often do not give one another, and our imperfect Christian institutions 
the kind of grace and space that we need to become more like Christ over time. And, for those of 
us who get frustrated with the Christ gap in ourselves and our institutions it is important to 
remember that while Christ-likeness can partially be legislated through our institutional structures 
and aspirations, the real work of becoming more like Christ is grass roots and within ourselves.  

 
4. Looking at the first Christ followers and how many of their lives turned out, it can be discerned that 

when Jesus prayed for the Holy Spirit to be on his first followers empowering them for their life’s 
missions, and when Jesus sent them to go out in the same manner with which he was sent—
Jesus spoke little to none about Christian institutions. Rather, he invited his followers to move in 
their world aspiring toward Christ-likeness through the grace filled embodiment of their whole 
selves on a creative and re-recreating quest to become both more like Christ and their true selves 
over the full arc of their lifetimes.  

 
A. Creative Quest  
 
1. The first followers of Christ were women, men, youth and children, disabled and abled, business 

people, medical professionals, people from multiple cultures and languages…you name it. Some 
were powerful and connected and others were homeless and marginalized. And, it is astonishing 
to learn of how creative the first followers were from the likes of the Apostle Paul who improvised 

                                                
1 John Chapter 15-17. 
2 1 Corinthians 12:12-14; Ephesians 4:1-16. 
3 1 Peter 2:4-10. 
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his way through the complexities of the Roman Empire, in some cases presenting himself a 
scholar and with rhetoric, and in other cases a day laborer with barely enough resources to get by.  
 
The women were particularly creative in a definitively patriarchal world. They leveraged their 
money and connections in wildly creative ways including the likes of Joanna, the wife of Chuza, 
who managed the household of Herod Antipas, the King of Galilee. Gospel biographer Luke 
mentioned Joanna twice, including accounting for her alongside two other women who were the 
first eye witness to Jesus’ resurrection. One theologian suggested that she could have been one 
of Luke’s sources for information regarding the Herodian court. And, as the wife of an important 
court official, Joanne would have had sufficient means to travel and contribute to the support of 
Jesus and the disciples.4   

 
2. Across the time since Christ and the Early Church it is dazzling to note the courage and creativity 

of women Christ followers embodying the teachings and ethics of Jesus, in spite of the way men, 
and especially Christian men have treated them. This past week I was reminded of the powerful 
American Christian figure Sojourner Truth… 

 

 
 

…who lived in the United States between 1797 and 1883. In Luke chapter 4, Jesus was recounted 
as saying that his mission was a holistic proclamation of good news to the poor, freedom for 
prisoners, sight for the blind, and to set the oppressed free. Sojourner Truth was born Isabella 
Baumfree and changed her name to “Sojourner Truth” in 1843 after she became convinced that 
God had called her to leave the city and go into the countryside “testifying the hope that was in 
her.”5 She experienced the incredibly difficult intersectionality of being African American and a 
woman before, during, and after the American Civil war.  
 
Sojourner worked tirelessly to fulfill what she believed was her vocation, and quintessentially 
embodied Jesus’ human liberation framework time and again. And as well, in an address given to 
the first annual meeting of the American Equal Rights Association on May 9, 1867 which we need 
to note as being only four years after the Emancipation Proclamation. Sojourner was greeted with 
wild applause before she spoke these words:  

 
“My friends, I am rejoiced that you are glad, but I don't know how you will feel when I get 
through. I come from another field—the country of the slave. They have got their liberty—so 
much good luck to have slavery partly destroyed; not entirely. I want it root and branch 
destroyed. Then we will all be free indeed.  

                                                
4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joanna,_wife_of_Chuza (accesed 7-29-17) 
5 IBID. 
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I feel that if I have to answer for the deeds done in my body just as much as a man, I have a 
right to have just as much as a man. There is a great stir about colored men getting their 
rights, but not a word about the colored women; and if colored men get their rights, and not 
colored women theirs, you see the colored men will be masters over the women, and it will be 
just as bad as it was before. So I am for keeping the thing going while things are stirring; 
because if we wait till it is still, it will take a great while to get it going again.  
 
…I am above eighty years old; it is about time for me to be going. I have been forty years a 
slave and forty years free, and would be here forty years more to have equal rights for all. I 
suppose I am kept here because something remains for me to do; I suppose I am yet to help to 
break the chain. I have done a great deal of work; as much as a man, but did not get so much 
pay. I used to work in the field and bind grain, keeping up with the cradler; but men doing no 
more, got twice as much pay; so with the German women. They work in the field and do as 
much work, but do not get the pay. We do as much, we eat as much, we want as much. I 
suppose I am about the only colored woman that goes about to speak for the rights of the 
colored women. I want to keep the things stirring, now that the ice is cracked…”6  
 

3. I share this long quote of Sojourner Truth because it speaks to both her creativity as a Christian 
woman in her time, and a necessary reality of creatively embodying Christ-likeness: With the help 
of God and our faith community we have to re-create and integrate ourselves while we seek 
imitate and embody Christ in the complex and violent world around us. In this address Sojourner 
Truth models an integrated life. She reflected on stages of her life, the personal and structural 
injustices all around her, and that while at times she felt nearly alone as a black woman speaking 
out about basic human rights, she felt she that was kept around because something remained for 
her to do…to help break that chain…to keep the thing stirring, now that the ice is cracked…”  
 

What made her creative Christ-like-ness so powerful was not that she disappeared and became 
Christ, but that she saw her own integrated being as playing an integral part of realizing God’s 
kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
B. Re-Creative Quest 
 
1. Returning to today’s Scripture…Today’s Scripture interacts beautifully with Sojourner’s story and 

address in that this post resurrection text invites us to a key moment in the Christ narrative where, 
to quote Sojourner Truth, “the ice was cracked, and it was important to keep things stirring.” In the 
moment recorded by John, Jesus was alive and on the other side of the crucifixion and a central 
participant in a cosmic shift where the Creator of all things made it clear that humans should stop 
blood sacrifice to atone for sin and see grace and faith as the only means for forgiveness, stay 
away from unnecessary rule keeping in the name of God, end sectarian and religious violence, 
confess the exclusion and marginalizing of the vulnerable, and I could go on, and on, with a long 
list of matters that were completely reframed by Jesus. In that resurrection moment in time, the ice 
was cracked and the waters were stirred in the human experience, and for the rest of time for all 
willing to go to the waters being stirred. 
 

                                                
6 http://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/sojournertruthstirring.html (accessed 7-29-17)(This is a partial quote) 



Why We Gather “Creative Christ-Likeness”  © 2017 Dan Collison  Page 5 

In regards to the idea of being an integrated Christ follower, it must be pointed out that Jesus, in 
his humanity, needed to become an integrated being over the span of the 30+ years of walking on 
the earth’s sod. The Gospel biographers go out of their way to point out, as we see in today’s text, 
that “Jesus showed them his hands and side” which had been violently pierced by nails and a 
spear leading to his bodily death. This intentionally highlighted the human aspect of the Christ. 
The wounds were real. His flesh was real.  
 

2. I discuss this here because the humanity of Jesus and his integrative development from birth to 
adulthood is often lost in the magnanimity of Jesus as part of the Trinity and ultimately the face of 
God. In our creative work of Christ-likeness it is essential to pay attention that Jesus worked 
through childhood and adolescent anxieties and difficult conversations with his parents. He 
wrestled with trying to harmonize with his religion of origin, and in the end, as a reformer, he 
chose to walk the path of suffering and death for what he taught and who he was, in order that the 
greater reality of God’s vision for humanity could be birthed into all of the world.  
 

3. For Christ followers courageous enough, this is in part, our developmental journey of integration 
as well. Some of our needed growth is simple basic human development that is ideal for all. And, 
some of creative Christ following is following the unique principled and ethical way that Christ lived 
and moved--including the path of suffering for the sake of love and righteousness as plainly as 
Jesus described it throughout his teachings. This is difficult, though. And, on some days we feel 
like, we would rather just choose to not walk that path because while the Christ pattern of death 
and resurrection is transformative and glorious, each cycle includes suffering and death of one 
kind or another.  

 
4. Thinking about Sojourner Truth has caused me, and should cause all of us to reflect on our own 

lives. For me, a white, cis gendered male, straight, educated, Christian, Protestant. And, my wife 
adds “tall”…I have much to reflect upon. Sojourner was born in 1797 as a slave and the daughter 
of the Atlantic slave trade, and at nine years of age was sold with a flock of sheep for $100. 
William Collison--my great, great, great, great grandfather on my father’s side was born in 1793 
(four years before Sojourner Truth) in Headcorn Parish, Kent County in England, the most prolific 
colonizing country in human history.  

 
William Collison came to the United States as an immigrant in 1849 on the ship Devonshire and 
began what would become multiple generations of Collisons who became middle class farmers, 
grocers, homemakers, engineers, musicians, social workers, and, of course pastors. It is 
important to note my mother’s side, a Russian Jewish family of origin that also immigrated to the 
United States at turn of the century. One bit of trivia you may find interesting is that my great 
grandfather Harrison Goldstein was a shoe cobbler, and displayed the world’s smallest shoe at 
the 1933 Chicago World’s Fair.  
 
I am placing my namesake and my being next to Sojourner Truth for practice and an important 
contrast—it brings forth in me many of the Christ gaps in my life both inherited and self-actualized. 
I see a distance that exists between two Christ followers with utterly different cultural and socio-
logical starting points that, while seeking the same end, citizens of the same country, are yet 
nearly impossibly separated by the often generalized categories of “the oppressed” and “the 
oppressor.”  
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5. The challenge I feel on most days (and because the gap is not only between me and the African 
American narrative, but many identity narratives) is accepting that while I didn’t create such 
polarities, I am a part of the narrative none the less. The people who have gone before me, 
particularly white cis gendered protestant men in American history, have unleashed wounds on 
others and themselves in the way they expressed their Christian religion in church and society. I 
am in that system narrative that is a combination of good and bad even as it is always fitfully 
reforming and re-forming through many courageous Christ followers. I need to own that, and 
accept that I need to be re-created within the fray. And, in order for me to re-create a more 
beautiful life, and be more Christ-like, I need the Creator of all things and my faith community, and 
others outside of my faith community, to help me to be increasingly self-aware and transcend the 
structural narratives that led up to my birth in 1968 and that continue to be a part of daily life 49 
years later.  
 

6. I have been given some help recently, that I feel compelled to share with you such that we all can 
continue to grow together. In my role of Director of Downtown Partnerships for the Minneapolis 
Downtown Council-Downtown Improvement District, I am developing new programs seeking to 
catalyze the business community to become more engaged in racial and economic disparities 
through the lenses of economic and leadership development. One part of my personal training is 
to become more culturally competent across all sociological categories such that I can better 
facilitate the means with which various groups can healthfully participate in the marketplace in 
more equitable ways.  
 
One tool that was very self-revealing is the Intercultural Development Inventory, or the “IDI.” 
 

 
 
The instrument measures where a person falls on a continuum from denial (avoiding or 
withdrawing form cultural differences) Polarization (seeing the world as “us and them”) 
Minimization (highlighting cultural commonality yet also masking deeper recognition of cultural 
differences) Acceptance (appreciating patterns of difference and commonality) Adaptation 
(capable of shifting cultural perspective in appropriate and authentic ways). 
 
My test showed that I was integrated in the way that I was committed to cultural competency and 
comfortable in the exploration of my path in a diverse world, and that I have a gap of self-
understanding between thinking that I am operating in the “acceptance” realm of cultural 
competency and more honestly that I am operating in the “minimization” space. I share this level 
of intimate detail because we are seeking to be a diverse Christian community, and I am seeking 
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to be a part of an increasingly diverse downtown sector, and because I want to be an integrated 
Christ follower. 
 
My growth edges in cultural competency is a very real part of what I have called the Christ gap. 
This is part of my Christ gap. I have intentional work to do in order to more creatively understand, 
identify, and seek the empowerment of others. And, in order to better embody Christ’s ethics and 
principles for all. 
 

7. My IDI coach shared something very interesting with me, that might surprise you, and I trust will 
also help you with your various gaps. She said, “You will do well to explore your personal history 
even more deeply, increase your own cultural self-awareness of leadership style, conflict 
resolution, and communication style. And, spend time noticing what is different about other 
people’s styles as well, appreciating what each has to offer. And, one more thing…because you 
are a convener, when you are in meetings do not assume what your role may be in the room. Let 
your starting posture be more about questions and inquiry rather than answers and outcomes.” 

 
Conclusion 
 
1. I share all of this because I find that some of the pathways of Christian discipleship offered by 

churches and denominations is about following this or that specific simple construct, as if 
everyone’s lives are the same and can simply be put into, I don’t know, a Christian sausage 
machine and wholaaa—out we come the other side living more like Christ. No wonder many feel 
more ground up than built up! And, one tragedy of a “one size fits all” discipleship pathway is that 
such products can reinforce and harden our prejudices and biases against groups of people who 
are different, all in the name of Christ! 

 
2. My invitation to us as a beloved community, and for the purpose of becoming more integrated and 

creative Christ followers, is to be brave and participate in an exercise that is called “Where I’m 
From.” There is an insert in your worship guide that frames the opportunity. This was designed by 
George Ella Lyon, an American author, that suggests one format, and encourages people to 
expand beyond it if they wish. Your challenge is to take the time to reflect and refine your “Where 
I’m From” story such that it is both accurate and artful, honest and risk taking in that you seek to 
consider what it is that defines you, what are your accomplishments, your life story, the people in 
your life, and the difference that you wish to make in the world.  
 
The hand out gives you Lyon’s personal “Where I’m From” in a poem form. And, I am going to be 
vulnerable and share with you my “Where I’m From” speech that I recently shared with an 
executive co-hort of regional leaders in business, government and non-profits seeking to lead 
equity efforts in Minnesota. I have adapted this slightly for you here. 

 
Dan Collison: Drumsticks and Baton 

 
I am from being born at a pivot point in American history: June 5, 1968, the day Bobby 
Kennedy was assassinated. 
 
I am from two immigrant family systems, Russian Jewish and English Protestant Christian, 
both who resettled in the United States in the late 1800's in Kalamazoo, Michigan.  
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I am from rural living above a small grocery store that my family owned at the center of a one 
church, one school, one restaurant, one feed mill, one fire truck, and one gas pump village.  
 
I am from a family system that appeared career confused but clearly embodied one vocational 
call: Christian compassion. Compassion for the poor, victims of domestic abuse, foster children 
and living communally with sixty disabled adults on a county owned dairy farm. 
 
I am from learning to see difference as a sacred entrustment of the human experience. And, 
sometimes being called upon to defend it, like the Junior High School bus ride home and, 
“Look, Dan lives with the ritards!” followed by something deeply primal being unleashed in me 
toward that particular bully on that particular day. 
 
I am from being white and friends with the few people of color in almost all white schools and 
churches. 
 
I am from being the middle child of a low middle income family who insisted that everyone took 
music lessons.  
 
[Holding Drumsticks] 
 
I am from learning to hold two drumsticks and play percussion at a young age ahead of my 
elementary school peers, only to be told by the band teacher that I would be better off playing 
the clarinet.  
 
I am from turning discouragement into determination and proving my band teacher wrong, by 
practicing (demo), practicing (demo), and practice (demo) some more…until I was invited to 
perform with the Grand Rapids Michigan Youth Symphony, then the Interlochen Arts Academy 
Orchestra, then as Principle Percussionist for the World Youth Symphony Orchestra, then as 
the Outstanding Musician of the Year for the State of Michigan, and then completing a 
Bachelors in Percussion Performance from the Eastman School of Music in New York. 
 
I am from losing artistry in the pursuit of perfection and losing joy in the fall out of career chaos 
as the world of fine arts proved to be much more complicated than the music conservatory 
brochure. 
 
I am from finding a lifelong partner named Holly, a voice major from music school, who has 
helped me understand that vulnerability is not a weakness but part of the essence of our 
nature that enlarges our humanity and helps us become more generous toward ourselves and 
others. Holly is the yin to my yang, the right brain to my left brain, and all that gifts those who 
choose the crucible and ecstasy of “opposites attract.”  
 
I am from living in Michigan, and then New York, and then Michigan again, and then Minnesota 
for almost 20 years now. 
 
I am from raising two sons who only know Minnesota: Walker and Atley.  
 
I am from having a Linkedin Profile that confuses many, in that I have held three jobs at the 
same time for my entire adult life:  
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In my 20’s: Pastor…Performing Musician…Adult foster care provider for disabled adults. 
 
In my 30’s: Pastor…Masters and then Doctoral Student…Manager of Holly’s music 
production company. 
 
And, now in my 40’s: Pastor…Association Executive…Civic Leader. 
 

[Putting away the drum sticks in exchange for a Conductors Baton] 
 
 
I am from moving from being a single performer, to being asked to organize, something say, 
like a conductor is asked to organize an orchestra, to coax-collaborate the private, public, and 
non-profit sections of our society to work on a symphony where we realize that we need one 
another. Because, sometimes sectors fight like brass and percussion against woodwinds and 
strings. 
 
I am from giving everyone a chance to be featured and drawing all sections together into a 
symphonic landscape where temporal moments of convening point toward a timeless horizon 
of thought life transformation. 
 
[Begin Conducting] 
 
I am from, learning from you, how to live as Christ followers in a diverse and vibrant downtown 
and city. And, I am learning from many who mentor me in better ways to conduct and 
sometimes [Stop conducting and put the baton down) simply be a part of the complex and 
converging tone poem that is manifest wherever the neighborhoods and marketplaces seeks 
to advance the built environment.  
 
I am now from seeing human flourishing across differences as my life’s vocation: Young to old, 
LGBTQ, African American, Sub-Saharan African, White, Latino, Asian, Native American, 
Disabled, Veterans and those formally incarcerated--All sections and all voices finding their 
place, refining their contribution, and performing together most excellently in a diverse 
symphony orchestra called life. 

 
3. I worked really hard on that. Some of you may do the exercise and it would be much more brief. 

For those among us who are courageous and willing to share with the entire community, we would 
love to hear from you. And, soon! Pastor Sara Wilhelm Garbers is preaching next week, and she 
has offered to share some microphone time with those willing to take the risk to write out your 
“Where I’m From” story, poem, or maybe even a visual representation. Please contact me or 
Sarah if you are interested. Its our hope that this helps us all as a community to grow spiritually 
and to integrate our Christian faith into all aspects of our lives.   

 
Prayer 
 
Creator of all things, including our very beings here today—We delight to be Christ followers. We 
acknowledge the gaps that exist between what we believe and how we live. Help us, Holy Spirit of 
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God, to close that gap over the arc of our lifetimes. Help us you increasingly know you and better 
know ourselves such that we are more integrated in the way we express creative Christ-likeness.  
 
In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
 
Benediction 
 
As the new week begins, may we learn to move in the world aspiring toward Christ-likeness through 
the grace filled embodiment of their whole selves on a creative and re-creative quest to become both 
more like Christ and our true selves over the full arc of our lifetimes. 
 
Go in Peace. Amen. 


