
We disagree with the charges that we are out of harmony because we are acting in alignment with 

Covenant values, in the freedom of Covenant and congregational polity, and in the way of Christ—as 

best as we can communally discern it from Scripture. 

The question before you today is this: Is the work of First Covenant Church (Minneapolis) as it has taken 

small, halting steps to stand up for the rights of our LGBTQ+ siblings aligned with Covenant values? It 

depends what Covenant values are. Historic Covenant values are: in essentials unity, in non-salvific 

matters diversity, and in all things charity. The six Covenant affirmations are: 

1. We affirm the centrality of the word of God. 
2. We affirm the necessity of the new birth. 
3. We affirm a commitment to the whole mission of the church. 
4. We affirm the church as a fellowship of believers. 
5. We affirm a conscious dependence on the Holy Spirit. 
6. We affirm the reality of freedom in Christ. 

We affirm the centrality of the word of God. 
While the Bible is central to the lives and faith practices of Christ followers, it is only one of several 
things that are pillars of faith and practice—it is only one source of wisdom and experience for the 
people of God. As our Covenant forebears experienced, people who read the same scripture can come 
to different reasonable interpretations of how that applies to present day circumstances. There was a 
time where First Covenant Minneapolis’ congregation was discussing turning its second worship space 
into a gymnasium. As I have heard the story told, there was an argument against this multi-purpose 
space because “gymnasiums aren’t in the Bible.” Another member observed that “neither are urinals, 
but I think they’re a good idea.” There is now a gym at First Cov (Where, incidentally, we will worship 
while our elevator is renovated later this year.) This story demonstrates a willingness to break away 
from biblical literalism to allow a church community to create a space where community activities could 
take place in a new and fresh way. That doesn’t diminish the church’s dependence on or dedication to 
the Bible. We need many viewpoints and perspectives because it prevents blind spots. There is always a 
danger of making an idol of one interpretation--and worshiping that idol over and above the God we 
serve. It seems that one particular stance on the issue of LGBTQ+ inclusion has become an idol within 
the ECC. I am curious whether there is a way to return to our historic Covenant value of worshiping 
together—and remaining in one Covenant denomination—when our interpretations of non-salvific 
passages are different 

We affirm the necessity of the new birth. 
The word “new” implies change. Yes, First Covenant Minneapolis’ “Love All” is a change. And we are not 
the only congregation or denomination working to discern this change. Pastors can offer the sacrament 
of communion to LGBTQ+ persons—a sacrament that reflects the soul saving sacrifice Jesus made on the 
cross—but some say those same pastors cannot perform a ceremony—not sacrament, but a 
ceremony—of civil marriage for these same persons. Jesus’ ministry was disruptive. Moses leading the 
Jews out of Egypt was disruptive. Where is there new birth happening among us? Labor—giving birth to 
something new—is disruptive and uncomfortable. Natural childbirth classes shy away from using the 
word “painful,” but anyone who has witnessed a birth or given birth testifies to its disruptive, painful 
aspects. And yet, the thing that makes all that pain worthwhile is the new life that emerges on the other 
side of disruption and pain. I get it—this is painful. For us and for you. Yet what is the opportunity? If we 
persist together and allow the new thing to be born, imagine the joyful announcement of new life will 



we get to share together with the world! And imagine what good news of great joy will this be for our 
communities, our churches and our world! 

We affirm a commitment to the whole mission of the church. 

How can we be committed to the whole mission of the church—to embody God’s kingdom on earth—

when our leaders are pitting marginalized communities (women in ministry, people of color, and 

LGBTQ+ persons) against each other in the name of maintaining a pure church? 

We affirm the church as a fellowship of believers. 

How can we offer true, full fellowship to believers who wish for their committed, legal marriage to be 

blessed by their church, by their pastor, and in their church building? 

We affirm a conscious dependence on the Holy Spirit. 

How are we living in conscious dependence on the Holy Spirit when we can’t engage in full, open 

conversation with people who are in same-sex relationships? When we can’t explore scientific research 

together and bear witness to how we see that embodied in our siblings who identify as various parts of 

the LGBTQ+ community? The Spirit of God alive in our LGBTQ+ siblings testifies with their spirits that 

they are the good, beloved children of God—as they are, in relationship with the partner they love and 

have committed to. Who are we to deny the Spirit’s witness?  

We affirm the reality of freedom in Christ. 

What does it mean to affirm the reality of freedom in Christ, if it does not include the humility to allow 

other believers a reasonable difference of interpretation on a non-salvific matter—especially something 

on which Jesus himself, and the Gospel writers are silent?  

At the core, theological diversity—and the willingness to be in close fellowship with those who hold 

differing perspectives—is important because theology is not static. God is infinite, and God is constantly 

revealing more and more of God's self to us in our finite humanity. As we see, and hear, and experience 

more and more of God, it only makes sense that our view of God, our interpretation of God’s word, and 

our theology would grow and change. We see this throughout scripture. The covenants God made with 

Abraham and Moses allowed humankind to approach God and be in a trusting relationship with God. 

Jesus re-framed historically discerned positions around the Sabbath, Samaritans, and sacrifices to 

expand the theology of first century Jews. After Jesus' ascension, God spoke to Peter through a vision of 

a sheet full of "impure" animals, revealing that God's grace was also extended to gentiles. Initially, this 

theology wasn't accepted by the rest of the first century Christians, but it was important for the Church 

to wrestle with this matter—both individually and collectively. What if the Church had not allowed Peter 

to abide despite this different perspective? A mature and healthy relationship with the living God will 

lead to an ever-expanding understanding of God and God’s ways. God reveals God's self in different 

ways to different people at different times. This means that our theology will not look exactly the same 

as someone else's at a given moment in time. God uses this multitude of perspectives to allow us all a 

glimpse of the true complexity and magnitude of God’s infinite being, and to provide discussion and 

deepening growth and discernment of humankind's perception of the Creator of the universe. 

We are here with a clear yet humble sense of our purpose and belovedness as children of God—your 

sisters and brothers. We hope against all hope that there is still a way to pursue harmony—even if it is a 

dissonant harmony at this moment. 


