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Neighborhood
Visioning Session
 
On Wednesday, June 8 about 30 
leaders gathered representing First 
Covenant Church, Upstream Health 
Innovation, Elliot Park Neighborhood 
Association, Community Housing 
Development Corporation, the 
Salvation Army, and the Good 
Arts Collective. The purpose of our 
“Design Charrette” was to inspire a 
new shared vision for the future of 
our shared block, spark and grow 
relationships between people 
connected to the neighborhood, 
and generate ideas that will foster a 
thriving community.

 Upstream provided table facilitators and the 
hospitality for the night. (thank you Upstream!) 
Pastor Collison provided an overview of all 
the neighborhood development that is taking 
place in “East Town” (that’s the new name for 
the district that we are in). 

The table groups worked on a 
articulating community assets and 
then an array of “How Might We” ideas 
such as “How might we—bring together 
the new residents with the church?” 
“How might we get everyone focusing 
on healthy lives?” and “How might we 
design the new shared playground for 
Metrokids and the children who will be 
living in the apartments?”

The Site Redevelopment Steering Committee (SRSC) has been working with Community 
Housing Development Corporation (CHDC) at a feverish pace to keep the potential ground 
breaking schedule of early September on track. The land swap with Stadium Partners 
agreement has been completed and a closing is scheduled for July 22. We continue to 
negotiate the structure and terms of our overall lease agreement with CHDC, but the building 
design plans are moving through city and neighborhood approval process and the construction 
estimates continue to be refined for both the new housing and for upgrades to the First 
Covenant Church building.
 
Two new ideas being proposed are a bike hub on Chicago Ave (pictured above) and the design 
of a flat surface profile for the surface parking lot so that we could place tents and host block 
programming and events in that space. (pictured at right)
 
The SRSC will be working very closely with the Leadership Team to announce a special 
congregational meeting in which we will be voting on the final terms of the development 
agreement. There will be Town Hall meetings on July 17 and 31 in advance of the congregational 
vote (on August 7) as well as a special publication committed to all of the details of the 
redevelopment plan. Stay tuned!
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SITE REDEVELOPMENT UPDATE

Most people spend a major part of their lives working at a job, 
whether in or out of the home. This teaching series will explore, as 
poet David Whyte once said, “work as a pilgrimage of identity.” We 

will look at the different nuances between vocation, career, and 
work. In it all we will seek to learn new ways to see God at work in 

our vocational pursuits and in every stage of life.

MANY LAYERS OF PURPOSE

WHAT’S MY VOCATION?

SEEKING WISDOM

ETHICS AND INTEGRITY

THE DEAD-END JOB

IN TRANSITION

UNEMPLOYED OR UNDERVALUED

THE JOB/REST BALANCE

TWO OR MORE JOBS

REAL RELATIONSHIPS

RETIREMENT
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LEADERSHIP 
TEAM UPDATE
by Chris Fossum, Leadership Team Chair

God is Good—All the Time
 
What a difference a year makes!  Thinking back 
to 12 months ago... we were in the midst of 
many questions.  We were facing challenging 
conversations with our Covenant denomination 
over human sexuality and how best to be a 
church of God’s grace and love to all.  We had 
members and attenders coming in and going 
out—questioning just who we were becoming 
as a 140-year-old new church plant.  We had a 
proposal to lease to a new charter school literally 
in our laps with lots of possibilities and as many 
challenging questions still in the air. Yet the need 
to decide quickly meant taking a big risk.  

All we knew for certain was that God was in it and 
with us.  And we stayed on our knees before Him.
 
Today, we still have challenges as we continue 
to grow as a church community.  Our identity as 
the LITTLE church with the BIG heart for our 
downtown community is beginning to take shape 
but still is very fluid in our mission and vision.  The 
dialogues continue with our denomination but 
with much grace, listening and freedom; many 
more churches are joining the conversations 
and new directions are being mapped out.  We 
learned an incredible amount with the start and 
quick stop of the charter school; in particular, 
how to be an entrepreneurial church in the 21st 
century. 
 
Most of all we have learned more about trust.  
We have learned much more about trusting 
God—and each other.  A year ago who would have 
thought that the remodeled space would be 
leased to Upstream Health who is so excited to 
team with us in creating a holistic health block?  
Who would have envisioned the affordable 
workplace housing picking up so much speed 
so that it looks like we will break ground this 
September and coordinate with the 2018 Super 
Bowl?  Who would have imagined all the talent 
stepping to the table to make this happen? But 
here we sit one year later. We still have many old 
questions and a lot of new ones, and God has 
opened such bright creative opportunities for us 
to give from our big heart.  

Still… All we know for certain is that God is in it 
and with us.  And we stay on our knees before God.  
On June 29 we met again to Give Thanks in All 
Circumstances as we convened for our second 
All Community Prayer service—thanking God, 
not for questions answered, but for a constant 
presence and guide through everything—past, 
present and future. 
 
On August 7 we plan to hold a Congregational 
Meeting to formally give permission for our 
Leadership Team to enter into a long term 
lease with Community Housing Development 
Corporation (CDHC) to build 140 affordable 
workplace housing in our church parking lot!  
We will have two Town Hall meetings July 17 
and July 31 at 11 a.m. in the lounge for time to 
ask questions, lean more details, listen to each 
other and to Him above all.  The details of such 
a venture are continually taking shape and each 
meeting will be the latest and greatest updates.
 
All are welcome—this is for you!  Come and be a 
part of God movement to love God’s city!

God is good—all the time!

On Thursday, June 16, thirteen preschoolers participated in a graduation ceremony at MetroKids.  This is the 
largest “graduating” class that Charice has experienced in her six years tenure as Executive Director. Seven of 
the graduates have been with MetroKids since they were infants and toddlers the other six have been with 
us through their preschool years.
 
The children were introduced while marching into “Pomp and Circumstance” and wearing graduation caps. 
After the teachers shared special memories of each child, he/she was presented with a diploma. Charice 
presented each child with a Children’s Bible on behalf of MetroKids.
 
It has been an honor for all of the MetroKids staff to share in the lives of these special children during their 
early childhood years. We know that these children will leave MetroKids equipped with the academic, social, 
and spiritual foundation for elementary school—and life.

The Good Arts Collective has been working on some great things: 
Renovations to the space, upgrades to the recording studio, and 
some great collaborations. Most recently we produced the Loring 
Nicollet Alternative School’s end of the year cabaret. The students 
put on the whole show with the help of the GAC team. We filled the 
gym and it was a wonderful evening of talent. 

A A R T S  C O L L E C T I V E

We have also been making a lot of 
music in the studio. Most recently we 
had a 28-person choir get cozy in the 
tracking room to sing some beautiful 
gospel. Looking forward to a great 
summer and a great year to come!

a MetroKids
    Graduation

REMEMBERING THE VICTIMS OF ORLANDO
On Sunday, June 12 we were all horrified by the violent attack that claimed 50 lives (including the 
gunman) and wounded 53 others in an Orlando night club. The fact that this act of violence was targeted 
at the LGBTQ community, a community that has already suffered much violence and hatred in our times, 
served as a poignant reminder that there is much work to be done in overcoming bigotry, hatred, violence 
in our own community and our world.

In response to the tragedy, 
we felt that it was important 
to create a safe space at First 
Covenant for our community 
to process, grieve, and pray. To 
do so, our Committee on Racial 
and Economic Justice held a 
vigil that next Sunday which 
many from our worshipping 
community attended. We took 
time to speak the names of the 
victims while lighting candles in 
their memory. We held silence, 
prayed together, and even had a time of sharing where everyone was invited to process their feelings in 
the wake of such senseless violence. It was a somber but healing time for our community, and a reminder 
to all of us that we have a role to play in overcoming hate. May we continue to carry the memory of those 
lives lost, and may we find courage to stand with love in the face of fear and hatred.

“...oh, the places
           you will go!”



WHO IS THIS MAN?
A SUMMER RUN WITH JESUS
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1K Saturday June 4
Thanks to everyone who came out to help clean up after the shelter season!

All-Church Camping Trip at Baker Park
June 17-18

New 1stcov.org
Website May 18
After six years, we cut 
the ribbon on the new 
and improved 1stcov.org 
website! Check it out!

Spring Sabbath
Retreat May 13-14

Kids Adventure Week 2016

July 11-14, 6:00-8:15 p.m.
It’s not too late to register your kids OR 

sign up to volunteer!  Contact Carma 
Gjerning at belovedcarma@gmail.com to 

experience OOH-Topia!

All-community meal and

Baptism
Mark your calendars! On Sunday, August 28, we will be gathering together for a picnic and lake 
baptism at beautiful Theodore Wirth Beach in North Minneapolis. The park offers lots of recreational 
options including a playground for children, swimming beach, and plenty of green space for all ages 
to enjoy. Come as early and stay as late as you want.  We will secure a picnic spot around 4 p.m, eat at 
5 p.m, and hold the baptism service at 6 p.m. Church will provide the hot dogs, lemonade, and paper 
products, you bring a dish to share. Interested in being baptized? Talk to a pastor!

Sunday, August 28
4:00 p.m. Arrival
5:00 p.m. Dinner
6:00 p.m. Baptism

Wirth Lake Beach        3200 Glenwood Ave, Minneapolis, 55405

Virtues Series Artwork by Heather Albinson
During the spring, we did a series entitled “In Search of the Good Life” on the virtues and the Christian 
Life. Each week, we covered a set of relationships between virtues and vices and one of our Visual Artists 
in Residence, Heather Albinson, created images to bring us further into reflection and growth.

Shelter Benefit Concert June 24
Featuring Jeremy Messersmith, Kaleidoscope Effect 
and Kara Laudon

You are challenged to come on a seven-week 
adventure pilgrimage as we become part of the 
crowd following Jesus. Together we will 
read the four gospels in chronological 
order.  We will attempt to capture a true 
life historical account, following Jesus 
throughout His ministry. Using maps and historical 
background of the times, we will become “a fly on 
the wall” or one of the crowd, attempting to see and 
experience for ourselves, who really was Jesus—a 
good teacher, a prophet, or truly God in flesh among 
us? And ultimately, you are invited take a chance to 
see if this pilgrimage can actually change your faith 
in any way. Contact Chris Fossum (christinefossum@
me.com) for the class outline or any other 
information or questions.

Mondays, July 18–August 22
6:30–8:30 p.m.



810 SOUTH 7TH STREET
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55415

612-332-8093   www.1stcov.org

Opportunities

Get happy, make friends, and grow deeper 
into this community of faith. It’s easy: 
volunteer. There are fun and fulfilling 
opportunities for every interest and skill. 
Will you greet people in the parking lot 
before church starts? Help with children’s 
church? Serve coffee and lemonade during 
hospitality time after the service? Those 
are a few of the opportunities available. 
Check out the website at www.1stcov.org, or 
contactTodd Bratulich to find the volunteer 
opp that’s right for you (612-927-3122 or 
tbratulich@1stcov.org).

Every child matters. Looking for a place 
to share your gifts, talents, and nurturing 
presence with others? Children’s ministry 
is a great place to make a difference.  We 
have the best little children in the world 
who are in need of YOU!  If you have 
questions or interested in helping, please 
contact Carma Gjerning (612-927-3124 or 
belovedcarma@gmail.com).

Dan Collison
Lead Pastor
dcollison@1stcov.org

Ashley Aamot
Administrative Assistant
info@1stcov.org

Heather Albinson
Volunteer Visual Arts Associate
halbinson@1stcov.org

Lisa Albinson
Volunteer Visual Artist
lalbinson@1stcov.org

Bruce Balgaard
Director of Worship
bbalgaard@1stcov.org

Norm Blagman
Shelter Volunteer Coordinator
shelter@1stcov.org

Todd Bratulich
Pastor for Community and
Mission Engagement
tbratulich@1stcov.org

Carma Gjerning
Director of Children & Families
cgjerning@1stcov.org

Brian Ogren
Church Administrator
bogren@1stcov.org

Charlie Peterson
Communications Coordinator
cpeterson@1stcov.org

Robert Robinson
Artist in Residence
rrobinson@1stcov.org

Doug Vigoren
Facilities Manager
dvigoren@1stcov.org

Sara Wilhelm Garbers
Office Manager/Preaching Team
swilhelmgarbers@1stcov.org

MetroKids Early Childhood Education 
612-332-5437 •  www.metrokids.org 
Charice Deegan
Executive Director
cdeegan@metrokids.org

calendar events are updated at 1stcov.org

Dwelling in Prayer and the Word is an 
opportunity to quiet your heart and spirit 
before the Sunday worship service, and 
meditate on the day’s Scripture. Come 
to the Swedish Room at 8:30 a.m. every 
Sunday (except weeks when Wake-Ups are 
taking place) to sit in the quiet and hear 
God’s voice.

Spread the word about MetroKids, a 
nurturing, high quality, early childhood 
education center for kids right here at 
First Covenant. Teachers are exceptional. 
Scholarships are available. Hours are 6:30 
a.m.-5:30 p.m., Monday-Friday. MetroKids 
is here for children age six weeks through 
six years. After-school programming 
is also offered for school-age children 
who have completed kindergarten, first 
grade, or second grade. Want to learn 
more? Visit MetroKids on Facebook. Many 
photos are being added weekly. If you 
enjoy what you are seeing, be sure to “like” 
MetroKids. If you have questions or ideas, 
contact Executive Director Charice Deegan 
(cdeegan@metrokids.org or 612-332-5437).

COMMUNITY         CALENDAR
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Sunday, July 3, 9:30 a.m. – Communion Everyone pursuing a journey with Jesus Christ is 
invited to join in communion. Not sure what that means? Speak with one of the pastors at 
the front of the sanctuary after the worship service. If you would like to pray with someone, 
come to the front of the sanctuary during communion.

Sunday, July 10, after the service – All-church meal  Join us for our monthly 
community potluck meal following the 9:30 a.m. worship service down in Fellowship 
Hall. Bring your favorite dish (or two!). Everyone is welcome!

Monday, July 11–Thursday, July 14, 6:00–8:15 p.m.  – Kids Adventure Week Over four 
amazing days in July, children from our church community and kids from the Phillips 
neighborhood and Hope Academy gather to experience the kingdom of God—KIDS STYLE! 
“Ooh-Topia” will take kids into a wild ride of some of the most amazing and joy-filled Bible 
stories.  Once again our gifted and passionate actors and actresses will invite us to open 
our eyes and heart to the wonder, mystery and awe of the “great news” in the Holy book.

Sunday, July 17, after the service – Congregational conversation This is a 
dynamic season for our community.  Please join us as we engage timely and focused 
conversations about our future through an open-forum conversation, hosted by the 
Leadership Team.

Monday, July 18 - Monday, August 22, 6:30–8:30 p.m. – Who is this Man? A Summer 
Run with Jesus You are challenged to come on a seven-week adventure pilgrimage as 
we become part of the crowd following Jesus. Together we will read the four gospels in 
chronological order.  We will attempt to capture a true life historical account, following 
Jesus throughout His ministry. Using maps and historical background of the times, we 
will become “a fly on the wall” or one of the crowd, attempting to see and experience for 
ourselves, who really was Jesus—a good teacher, a prophet, or truly God in flesh among 
us? And ultimately, you are invited take a chance to see if this pilgrimage can actually 
change your faith in any way. Contact Chris Fossum (christinefossum@me.com) for the 
class outline or any other information or questions.

Sunday, July 24, after the service – Committee on Racial and Economic Justice 
Continually throughout scripture we see that God is concerned about justice. Come join 
us for conversation, action, and prayer as we seek to thoughtfully and practically engage 
issues of justice in our community and our world. All are welcome!

Sunday, August 7, 9:30 a.m. – Communion Everyone pursuing a journey with Jesus 
Christ is invited to join in communion. Not sure what that means? Speak with one of the 
pastors at the front of the sanctuary after the worship service. If you would like to pray with 
someone, come to the front of the sanctuary during communion.

Sunday, August 7, after the service – Congregational conversation This is a 
dynamic season for our community.  Please join us as we engage timely and focused 
conversations about our future through an open-forum conversation, hosted by the 
Leadership Team.

Sunday, August 21, after the service – Congregational conversation This is a 
dynamic season for our community.  Please join us as we engage timely and focused 
conversations about our future through an open-forum conversation, hosted by the 
Leadership Team.

Sunday, August 28, 5:00 p.m. – All-church picnic and baptism we will be gathering 
together for a picnic and lake baptism at beautiful Theodore Wirth Beach in North 
Minneapolis. We will secure a picnic spot around 4 p.m, eat at 5 p.m, and hold the 
baptism service at 6 p.m. Church will provide the hot dogs, lemonade, and paper 
products, you bring a dish to share.


